Genesee School
District #282

January 2009 Newsletter

This time of year is full of activity. There are gifts to buy, presents to wrap, trees to triLm, stockings to hang,
cookies to bake, and parties to attend. In the midst of all this confusion, there are events that are happening that truly
reflect this Holiday Season. At Genesee School, just this week, three deeds were accomplished that reflect a sincere
giving spirit.

First on Monday night was the Primary Winter Concert. Under the direction of Mr. Kelly Caldwell, the students
sang such songs as “Getting to Know You,” “Over the Rainbow,” “I Gotta Crow,” and Do-Re-Mi.” Obviously from the
smiles on the students’ faces, they loved singing every song which, in turn, brought joy to their parents. Furthermore,
Santa’s visit is a highlight of any concert. Sitting on Santa’s lap and telling him what’s on the wish list brings a look of
wonderment on the children’s faces. If only all of us could capture that wonderment and carry it with us throughout the
coming year, think what happiness we could share with others.

Second, the Sharing Tree, sponsored by the Genesee Education Association and chaired by Mrs. Donna
Wommack, is in its 23™ year. Because of Sharing Tree, fourteen families and thirty-two children will have a happier
Christmas Day. The Sharing Tree provides winter clothing, everyday clothing, and a few toys to the families. All
donations come from the Genesee Community. On Wednesday, the MPR room looked like Santa’s workshop with all of
the elementary staff wrapping presents and listening to music. Mrs. Wommack reports that the Genesee Community
provided wonderful support for the Sharing Tree this year. A big thank you to everyone who donated to the Sharing
Tree.

I’s Corner

Third, even in disaster, good can be found. With the new addition being flooded, the classrooms in this section
were a mess. The secondary staff banded together, removed furniture, desks, file cabinets, and books from the watery
rooms, then proceeded to help clean up by throwing away damaged boxes, posters, and paper and helping with getting
rid of the water. After that, new rooms were located for the misplaced teachers which meant moving needed items,
such as desks, tables, books, and teaching materials, to the new classroom. Through the efforts of the staff, the students
now have places to go on Thursday to continue their education.

These three deeds, the Winter Concert, the Sharing Tree, and Flood Clean-up, show the sincere giving spirit of
Genesee School staff, students, parents, and patrons. Genesee Staff extends our wishes for a wonderful Holiday and a
Happy New Year. We will see you in January, 2009.
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Santa Visits Genesee Mr. Hanson cleans up water from the new addition
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Financial Aid Information for GHS Seniors

The FINANCIAL AID WORKSHOP has been rescheduled. It will now take place on
Wednesday, January 23" at 7:00pm in the multi-purpose room.

Until then, here are a few tips if you want to get started on the federal aid application process.

e Both the student and one parent will need a PIN to apply for aid online. As soon as possible, go to www.pin.ed.gov and apply
for PINs for the student and one parent.

e  You can work on a “rough draft” of the FAFSA (Free Application For Student Aid) form by using the worksheet attached to this
flyer. If you complete the worksheet first, entering the data online should only take about thirty minutes.

When you go to file out the FAFSA online, DO NOT use the site www.fafsa.com !!! This is a for-profit company that will charge

you $80 or more for a service the Department of Education provides free of charge. File your FAFSA information at the official

U.S. Dept of Ed site at www.fafsa.ed.gov .

See you at the workshop on the 231!

FAFSA/Admission Priority Deadlines

A priority deadline is the date a particular college requires a student to apply by, if they want to be considered for all federal finan-
cial aid and scholarships offered by the school. This means the FAFSA form (and the school’s own aid application form, if required)
need to be filed by this date. For new freshman, this deadline also includes the admission application and all other required applica-
tion documents. Please keep in mind that these dates usually mean received by this date, not just postmarked by then. In the case of
the FAFSA, this means the federal processor needs to receive either your electronic web application or your paper application form
at their processing center by this date, not at the school(s) you are applying to. Electronic/WEB applications are dated and marked
received the moment you submit it. If the school you are hoping to attend is not one of the area schools listed below, I encourage
you to contact them ASAP to determine their FAFSA deadline AND whether they require any additional forms to apply for aid from
their school.

College Priority Deadline Financial Aid Office Admissions

Boise State University  February 15™ 208-426-1664 800-824-7017

Lewis Clark State College March 1% 800-933-5272 800-933-5272
North Idaho College March 15" 208-769-3368 208-769-3313
University of Idaho February 15th 208-885-6312 208-885-6326
University of Montana February 15th 406-243-5373 800-462-8636

Washington State Univ. Feb. 1* (Scholarships)  509-335-9711 888-468-6978

March 1* (FAFSA)



http://www.pin.ed.gov
http://www.fafsa.com
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov

Boxtops for Education

The next collection of Boxtop for Education will be sent during February. Boxtops can be sent to school at any time! Genesee
School receives 10 cents for each boxtop, and monies are used for reading, math, science, and attendance activities for elemen-
tary students. Thank you!

Emergency Closure Information

Please wear appropriate winter shoes and apparel. Information on school closures can be found on this page, by
calling the school closure hotline (285-1346; 1030) or by listening to any of the following radio stations or tuning
to local television stations. Radio stations notified include: KRPL, KVTY, KRLC, KMOK, KZFN, KOZE,
KWSU, KHTR, KQQQ, KATW-FM, Z-FUN. TV stations include: KHQ, KLEW, KXLY, KREM.

SAFE AND SOBER GRADUATION COMMITTEE
The GHS Class of 2009 Safe and Sober Graduation Committee is off to a great start!
We are committed to providing a safe activity for our children again this year that will provide
lasting memories for years to come. The donations we receive will enable 100% of our seniors
to participate in this important tradition. The seniors will be participating in a variety of recrea-
tional activities under strict adult supervision.
We are seeking donations of cash or a prize of your choosing. Any help you can provide will
be greatly appreciated. Your donation can be mailed to Sober Graduation Committee, ¢c/o Dan
Udy, Zions Bank, 105 S. Main, Moscow, ID 83843 or you can call Lauri Carlson at 285-1574
or Connie Esser at 882-8274. Please call if your donation is an item that needs to be picked up
and we will make arrangements. Thank you for your help!

GO FOR THE GOLD!

Win some extra cash to spend on whatever you like! The GHS Class of 2009 Safe and Sober
Graduation Committee is sponsoring a raffle for three cash prizes: $1500 - FIRST Prize,
$1000 - SECOND Prize, or $500 - THIRD Prize. Tickets are available from all senior parents.
Get your tickets now! Tickets will be sold for $10 each, and will be sold until the beginning of
April. Enter for your chance to win! Tickets will make great stocking stuffers!

Safe and Sober Graduation Meeting
There will be a SAFE and SOBER Graduation meeting on Wednesday, January 7 at 6:00 in the Home Ec
room. All parents of senior students are asked to come. (This is the same night that there is a financial planning
meeting @ 7:00 PM for parents of seniors)

LOCAL SCHOLARSHIPS FOR GRADUATING SENIORS

Genesee School is fortunate enough to have an extremely generous local scholarship program,
which awards scholarships to many of our graduating seniors every year. The application ma-
terials for these scholarships will be made available to the seniors in late February or early
March. They will have at least six weeks to complete their application forms and supporting
documents. When the time comes, I will meet with all of the seniors to explain the application
procedures to them, and I will also make announcements in the school Bulleting and the News-
letter that the application materials are available on my webpage, located on the school dis-
trict’s homepage.

For the time being, students interested in these scholarships do not need to worry about local
scholarships at this time. College-bound seniors should instead make sure they are completing
their college admission forms, financial aid applications, and taking the ACT, SAT, and/or
COMPASS entrance tests if they have not already done so.




AR Quiz Listing

If you have questions about the quizzes we have available for Accelerated Reader, you can check the school's web-site to find
the following: quiz titles, author, book level and points. The listing was recently updated.

Monitoring Your Student’s MySpace Site

Many of our secondary students possess the technical know-how to post their personal writing and photo-
graphs on any number of social networking websites. Some adolescents choose to post inappropriate photographs
of themselves and/or their friends, depicting scenes where they are drinking, using/talking about using drugs, and
other scenes which could attract unwanted contact from strangers and blemish their reputations. Some students
even post their real names, ages, hometowns and/or our school name on these social websites. Once posted on the
internet, your child has little or no control of who may copy or use their words or photos.

Here at school we do our best to keep measures in place to prevent our students from accessing the sites where
they can post and view this kind of information. We need your assistance monitoring what they do on the com-
puter at your house, in the homes of their friends, and on their internet connected phones and other devices. For
some tips and free advice on how to help your kids be safe on the internet, I recommend the website offered by the
State of Idaho’s Internet Crimes Against Children Task Force, at  http://www.icacidaho.org/

For those of you with secondary students, MySpace is one of the most commonly used social networking sites;
FaceBook is another and new ones are developing all the time. I recommend that you search these sites to see if
your son or daughter has an account, and if so what they are putting on their account for anyone in the world to
see. MySpace is probably still the most popular social networking website for teens. To read an article on how to
search the MySpace site to see if your student has a MySpcae account/page, go to
http://parentalcontrols.blogspot.com/2005/10/how-to-check-your-kids-on-myspace.html
MySpace is currently testing a new program to further help parents monitor their child’s account(s), which you
can learn about at http://www.myspace.com/parentcare Be aware that it is common for students to have
more than one MySpace or FaceBook account; one to show their parents and the “real” one for their
friends. If you do multiple searches you are more likely to confirm whether or not you have seen all accounts
your child may have. You can search with their name, another search for their school, and another on Genesee
would be a good start.

As I have already stated, giving our students appropriate guidelines and supervision of their internet use is criti-
cal for safety reasons. Making sound decisions about what to post on the internet is also becoming more critical in
terms of protecting their public image and reputation. It is becoming common practice for college admissions
offices and potential employers to do internet searches as part of their evaluation and interview procedures. Many
candidates have been declined for posting inappropriate images earlier in their life that are now still floating
around on the internet, one Google search away from being viewed by anyone.

Thank you for your help keeping our students safe on the internet.

Silent Auction Fundraiser

The auction will be held on Saturday, January 31 during the boys home game against Kendrick. This is a great
time for school and community groups to put together baskets and have them auctioned off in a fun atmosphere.
Please contact Kim Knecht with any questions or offers of help! 285-0150

Sharing Tree Thanks

It is deeply moving to experience the generosity of the people in Genesee and surrounding communi-
ties. The Sharing Tree helped provide clothing and fun items for 32 children in our community this
year - thank you for helping to make Christmas a special time for many families. A special thank you to
all who helped the Sharing Tree by purchasing a gift, donating money, wrapping presents, fundraising,
and the many other selfless acts that made this year's Sharing Tree such a success. The support of our
community is exceptional, and it is truly appreciated. Thanks, also to Bull Country 99.5 and ZFUN
106.1 for supporting the Sharing Trees by building and selling the Pepsi House over Thanksgiving
weekend, and donating $480 to each tree in Latah County.



http://www.icacidaho.org/
http://parentalcontrols.blogspot.com/2005/10/how-to-check-your-kids-on-myspace.html
http://www.myspace.com/parentcare

JANUARY 2009 LUNCH

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

Jan 5: Corndog, a gratin
potatoes, green beans,
peaches, milk [optional sec-
ondary entr ®e
egg roll, or chef salad]

Jan 6: Cheddarwurst hotdog
wrap, French fries, corn,
mixed fruit, milk [optional

|s ehcaonm dpaor cyk detjue,

burrito, or chef salad]

Jan 7: Chicken burger, na-
chos, winter mix vegetables,
strawberry fruit bar, chocolate
n@lle[optional decondary
entr ®e: hamburi
or chef salad]

Jan 8: Sloppy Joe, tater tots,
peas, apple crisp, milk
[optional sec
uncrustable, corndog, or chef
sgladf , fi shwich

Jan 9: Toasted cheese sand-
wich, tomato soup, crackers,
peaisacookie, eitk {opti@nal :
secondary ent
wich, uncrustable, or chef
salad]

Jan 12: Spaghetti, pretzel,
green beans, applesauce,
milk [optional secondary

entr ®e:
pocket, burrito, or chef salad]

Jan 13: Popcorn chicken,
tater tots, carrots, cherry
crisp, milk [optional secon-

chi ckednar& cehnebege@eein-

crustable, or chef salad]

Jan 14: Cheeseburger,
French fries, pears, brownie,
chocolate milk [optional sec-
nondary entr ®e
fishwich, or chef salad]

Jan 15: Tony's Cheese
Pizza, corn, pineapple bits,
sport crackers, milk [optional

}|s ehcaonnbduarrgye re,n t 1

burger, fishwich, or chef
salad]

Jan 16: Chicken fried steak,
mashed potatoes & gravy,
rolls, peas, fruit bar, milk
[®ep:t ihoanma-] s ec
pork patty, beef patty or chef
salad]

Jan 19: No School - Human
Rights Day

Jan 20: Chicken nuggets,
nachos, winter mix vegeta-
bles, orange, milk [optional
secondary -eque,
egg roll, or chef salad]

Jan 21: Taco salad, salsa,
sour cream, corn, peaches,
cookie, milk [optional secon-
dRaer:y reinbt r ®e :
pocket, or chef salad]

Jan 22: Ham bunwich, mac &
cheese, green beans, gogurt,
milk [optional secondary
eonrtnrd®eg:, bhuarnt i f
chef salad]

Jan 23: Professional Day -
no school
o,

corn dog,

Jan 26: Egg roll, rice pilaf,
green peas, pineapple, milk
[optional
orange chicken, burrito, or
chef salad]

Jan 27: ldaho Haystacks,
cornbread, carrots, apple-

s e ¢ ¢saudea mill [optiamdl se@e- :

dary entr ®e:
cheese pocket, uncrustable,
chef salad]

Jan 28: Hot turkey sandwich,
green beans, peaches,
pumpkin spice bar, milk

¢[hoi pctkieonn a8l s e c ¢
chimichanga, egg roll, chef
salad}

Jan 29: Burrito, tater tots,
mixed vegetables, animal
crackers, milk [optional sec-
onnddaarryy eennttrr@®eee: :
quesadilla, or chef salad]

Jan 30: Pork patty, mashed
potatoes & gravy, rolls, peas
& carrots, apple crisp, milk

[ ocpotrino ndaolg ,s e ¢
chicken fried steak, beef
patty, or chef salad]

Genesee School District is an Equal Opportunity Provider

Milk: $0.30; Flavored Milk $0.35

- Reduced: $0.40; Elementary $2.45; Secondary $2.75; Adult $3.45

January Activity Calendar

Sunday | Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3
Winter Break i No School Winter Break i No School
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Girls BB Team Dinner BBB vs. Grangeville, Financial Aid BBB @ Timberline, 6pm GBB vs. Lapwai, 6pm BBB @ Culdesac,
6pm Meeting, 7pm 7:30pm
GBB vs. Grangeville, 6pm
Safe & Sober
Grad Mtg, 6pm
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
School Board Meeting, GBB @ Kendrick, 6pm GBB vs. Troy, 6pm BBB @ Lapwai, 6pm GBB @ St. Maries,
7pm 1lam
BBB @ Kendrick,
6pm
GBB @ Lakeside-9
Mile Falls, 6pm
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Human Rights Day i FFA Day on the FFA Made for Excellence, Professional Day i No BBB @ Troy, 6pm
No School Hill, Boise Boise School GBB vs. Lewis
BPA Regional Conference, Country, 6pm
BBB @ Highland, 6pm Ul
FFA Prepared Spk, State
Degree, Ul
GBB @ Deary, 6pm
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
GBB vs. CV, 6pm Title | Parent Info Mtg, Early Release BBB vs. Kendrick,
3:30pm 6pm
BBB @ CV, 6pm
BBB vs. Deary, 6pm

®e:

nda

nda



